'Flooding' of the lungs and severe dyspnea in a patient with bronchoalveolar carcinoma.
In this case report, we describe a patient with bronchoalveolar carcinoma that experienced severe bronchorrhea and dyspnea after inhalation of N-acetylcysteine. The adverse reactions occurred both after oral and nebulized administration of N-acetylcysteine, resulting in severe dyspnea and the feeling of 'drowning'. Bronchorrhea has previously been reported as an uncommon but serious complication of bronchoalveolar carcinoma. We strongly suspect the administration of N-acetylcysteine to be implicated, as the complications occurred immediately after administration of this drug. As the patient suffered from hyperhomocysteinemia, we speculate that an additive or synergistic interaction with homocysteine may have been involved as well.